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Writing Crime Novels not only assists writers in storytelling techniques, but also offers detailed

technical information that is absolutely essential to the modern crime novel. After giving practical

advice on how to find the right ideas for a crime novel, the author looks at various methods of

committing murder and the techniques used by detectives in their investigation of the crime. The

budding crime writer is then taken in easy stages through the development of the novel and the

shaping of its plot, creating flesh-and-blood villains, victims, and investigators, andÂ increasing

tension and interestÂ with the incorporation of one of more sub-plots.
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John Paxton Sheriff has been writing successfully since the 1960s and became a full-time freelance

writer in the late 1980s. He has had fifteen novels published and has written short crime fiction for

publishers in the UK, Australia and the USA. John Paxton Sheriff is the author of Practical Short

Story Writing and Creating Suspense in Fiction (also published by Hale).
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